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Phillips County Kansas Controlled Burning Frequently Asked Questions

1. How do I know if I am allowed to burn within Phillips County?

Contact the Sheriff’s Department, 785-543-6885, to determine whether controlled burning is
permitted. Phillips County Emergency Management monitors conditions daily and updates the
Sheriff’s department on burning restrictions.

2. Do I have to call the Sheriff’s Department prior to each burn?

Yes, you MUST contact the Sheriff’s Department BEFORE you start any burning operations.
First, to determine if burning is permitted and secondly, so dispatch can track the location of the
burn. Finally, you must call again once your fire has been extinguished. This ensures that if
someone calls in after the fire has been extinguished dispatch knows it is no longer monitored or
controlled.

3. How can I determine if the weather conditions are optimal for burning?

Verify the current and predicted weather conditions with the National Weather Service
(https://www.weather.gov/). Search your location by adding the zip code. Optimal burning
conditions are light winds (less than 15mph), high humidity, and low temperatures.

4. What procedures should I consider prior to burning?

1. Check local regulations to ensure burning is not restricted (Phillips County monitors burning
conditions daily). 2. Monitor weather conditions. 3. Clear the area. Select a location at least 150
feet away from structures, utility lines, and any other flammable materials. 4. Prepare your
equipment. Have a water source (garden hose or pump can), shovel and rake ready before you
ignite. 5. Create a 5-foot wet control line around the area. 6. Notify your neighbor so they are
aware you will be burning and for how long.

5. Can the Fire Department be used to monitor a personal fire?

No, the Fire Department will only be dispatched if the fire is out of control, spreading, or causing
a dangerous or hazardous incident. The person performing the open burning is responsible for
the burn from start to finish. You can contact your local fire department for advice on when and
how to conduct fires, safety tips, etc.

6. What procedures should I consider during the burn?

1. Remain vigilant. Ensure the fire is monitored by an adult until it is completely extinguished. 2.
Watch the Wind. Be prepared to extinguish your fire if the wind picks up or weather changes.
Sudden wind changes are how most open burning gets out of control. 3. Don’t delay a call for
help. If for some reason the fire becomes out of control, call 911 immediately.

7. How do I properly extinguish my fire?

Pour lots of water on the fire until the hissing sound stops, drowning all the embers, don’t just
extinguish a fire with just dirt or sand. Use your shovel to stir the water into the embers, dirt, and
sand, and mix well. Scrape any sticks and logs until no embers are exposed or smoldering, not
just the red ones. Continue adding water, dirt, and sand until all material is cool. Hover the back
of your hand over the ashes to feel that the embers are cool. Don’t leave without making sure
your fire is entirely out. Check the area regularly, especially if the weather is warm, dry, and
windy.
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